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Lagos Task Team Seeks Collaboration with  

Shippers’ Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newly inaugurated Lagos State Government Task Team on Restoration of Law 

and Order on Apapa Ports Access Roads has solicited the cooperation Nigerian  

Shippers’ Council to enable it to solve the traffic problem in Apapa. 
 

The Chairman of the Task Team, Mr. Toyin Fayinka made the call during a courtesy 

visit to NSC’s Headquarter in Lagos, recently. 
 

Mr. Toyin Fayinka who is also the Special Assistant for Transportation to Governor 

Sanwo-olu said the essence of the delegation’s visit to NSC was to introduce the team 
to the Council, emphasizing that the Committee cannot succeed in its assignment 

without the support of the NSC, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) and other agencies 

in the maritime sector. 

 

General Manager, Lagos Traffic Management Authority (LASTMA), Mr. Jide  

Oduyoye, who is a member of the team, said LASTMA will not hesitate to sanction 

any case of indiscriminate parking of trucks on port access roads. 

Mr. Toyin Fayinka, Chairman, Lagos State Government Task Team on  

Restoration of Law and Order on Apapa Ports Access Roads 
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 He lamented the lack of regulation of truckers and truck ownership, pointing out 

that most trucks are second hand and unserviceable. He said minimum standards are 

required for truck drivers and trucks. 

 

Responding, the Executive Secretary/CEO of Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), Mr. 
Hassan Bello, described the Apapa traffic situation as an international embarrass-

ment. 

 

The traffic in Apapa he said, is affecting the efficiency of the port. He assured the 

Team that the Federal Ministry of Transportation has prioritized the solving of the 

Apapa traffic situation.  

 

Evidence of this he said is the on-the-spot 

assessment visit paid to the ports by the 

Minister, Rt. Hon Chibuike Amaechi, the 

Permanent Secretary Dr. Magdalene Ajani 

and other top officials of the Ministry to 

Apapa in December 2020.  

 

He said the Implementation Committee 

on the Ministerial Directives to decongest traffic gridlock along the Port Access 

Roads and Lagos Maritime Logistics Ring would work in tandem with the Task Team 

as a permanent solution to the Apapa traffic problem will help all Nigerians by elimi-

nating the distortions in prices of goods imported into Nigeria.  
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‘‘Enforcement of Nigerian Port Process Manual at the  

nation’s ports and terminal will commence 1st March 2021’’  

– Fadipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coordinator of the Implementation Committee of Nigerian Port Process  

Manual, Mr. Moses Fadipe has said that the enforcement of Nigerian Port Process 

Manual would commence at the nation’s ports and terminals by 1st March 2021.  
 

Fadipe, who said this when he led the NNPM’s implementation team on a courtesy 
visit to Dangote Greenview Terminal in Lagos, urged the concessionaire to embrace 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) in line with the NPPM. 

 

The Committee also tasked the concessionaires to increase the three days storage  

period to ten, even as it threatened that failure on the part of the concessionaires to 

follow the directive would result in severe sanctions from the government. 

 

The Nigerian Port Process Manual (NPPM) was launched on 10th December 2020 by 

the Vice President, His Excellency, Professor Yemi Osibanjo to enhance the efficiency 

of Nigerian Seaports. 

Mr. Moses Fadipe,  The Coordinator of the Implementation 

Committee of Nigerian Port Process Manual 
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Fadipe urged the operators to cooperate and collaborate with the Committee daily to 

enable them to meet their aspiration. 

 

According to him, NSC as Port Economic Regulator is the lead agency for the  

implementation of Nigerian Port Process Manual. Other members of the NPPM’s 
Implementation Team, he said, include the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA),  

Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) and 

Department of State Security Service (DSSS) to ensure strict compliance with the 

manual. 

 

He called on service providers to study the Nigerian Port Process Manual, noting that 

the team would be watching the activities at the terminals to meet their target. 
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Strict Enforcement of Nigerian Port Process Manual key to 

transparency - NSC 

…Insists 21-day Cargo Dwell Time no longer acceptable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerian Shippers’  
Council (NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello has said that strict enforcement and adherence to 

the Nigerian Port Process Manual (NPPM) is key to enthroning a regime of  

transparency in port operations in the country. 

 

Bello, who spoke at the meeting of Minister of Transportation with stakeholders on 

the Implantation of Nigerian Port Process Manual held at Transcorp Hilton Hotel 

Abuja, said the manual was key to enhancing transparency in the country’s maritime 
industry. 

 

He saw that the high dwell time of cargo at the ports, which many believe is caused 

by the endemic and systemic corruption will no longer be tolerated, as it does not 

conform to international best practice. 

 

Mr. Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary/Chief Executive Officer,    

Nigerian Shippers’ Council 
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“There is urgent need to reduce dwell time of cargo from the current 21 days to  
regional average of seven days. The Nigerian Shippers’ Council is not only looking at 
the Ease of Doing Business but also the inflated cost of doing business. The  

Electronic call-up system introduced by the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) would 

aid in easing the current traffic around the ports”, he added. 
 

Bello therefore asked for support and support of other sister agencies to ensure the 

manual is fully implemented to improve the ranking of Nigeria in the Corruption 

Perception Index. 

 

The Minister of Transportation, Hon. Rotimi 

Chibuike Amaechi who delivered a keynote 

address at the occasion, emphasized the enor-

mity of the responsibility placed on the Coun-

cil in driving the manual, urging other gov-

ernment agencies and the generality of the 

public to cooperate with Shippers’ Council. 
 

Meanwhile the Executive Governor of Lagos 

State, His Excellency, Babatunde Sanwo-olu 

while speaking at the event, stressed that the 

state was on top of The Apapa traffic situation. 

 

He was represented by the Honourable Commissioner of Transport, Dr. Fredrick 

Oladeinde. His words: “We are working with the NPA to make sure truck parks are 
established along the logistics route. Lagos has given out 31 hectares of land for these 

truck parks. We will continue to collaborate with key stakeholders to ensure we  

develop the best port system in Africa”. 
 

The Director General of Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 

(NIMASA), Dr. Bashir Jamoh, who also spoke at the event described the incidences 

of corruption and insecurity as biggest challenges facing the Nigerian ports.  

He assured that the solution to these issues is embedded in the NPPM. 

 

“Our industry can only be sustained in terms of economic growth if we have sustaina-
ble systems in place to make the port attractive”, he said. 
 

 

Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, Minister of 

Transportation 
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Managing Director of the Nigerian Ports  

Authority (NPA), Hadiza Bala Usman on her 

part said the Key Performance Indicators of 

the various agencies in the maritime sector are 

closely related therefore there was need for 

seamless cooperation and integration of rele-

vant agencies. 

 

The NPA, she promised would ensure compli-

ance with the manual and invoke sanctions 

where necessary for non- compliance. 

 

Controller General of Customs, who was represented by the acting Comptroller in-

charge of Tariff, Suleiman Ciroma added that at the time of physical examination, all 

relevant agencies must be present as failure to comply would mean exemption. 

 

Hadiza Bala Usman, MD, NPA 
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Amaechi commissions stimulators at Maritime Academy of Nigeria  

…Mulls update to university   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister of Transportation, Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi has  

commissioned the newly acquired Multifunctional Classroom Simulator at the  

Maritime Academic of Nigeria (MAN). 

 

This was even as the Transportation Minister mulled the upgrade of the Maritime 

Academy from monotechnic to university due to the recent infrastructure and ma-

chine equipment acquisition by the current management of the institution. 

 

According to the Minister, the academy can now compete favorably with its  

contemporaries in Africa as well as reduce foreign exchange used in training middle 

level officers outside the shores of Nigeria. 

 

Amaechi who called for the upgrade of the apex maritime institution, urged the  

Rector to build more laboratories and equip them.  

 

Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, Minister of Transportation 
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Addressing journalists shortly after the commissioning, the minister commended the 

Rector of MAN, Commodore Duja Effedua for his effort at modernizing the  

institution.  

 

Speaking on the upgrade to university, the  

minister said, “This institution is more like 
training middle manpower for the nation’s  
maritime industry, so when he dropped me here 

this morning, I said there should be a way we 

can upgrade this place to a university and the 

only way is to improve in faculty, expand on  

infrastructure not necessarily hotels and  

classrooms but laboratories, and other  

instruments for maritime activities. If he gets it right, application to NUC will not be 

a problem”. 
 

Speaking on the stimulation, the Rector of Maritime Academy of Nigeria, Duja, 

Effedua explained that in all, the Academy has ten stimulators.  His words: “We have 
Full Mission Bridge Stimulator, the Full Mission Engine Room Stimulator. The Mul-

tifunctional Classroom is a combination of eight stimulators. The software is there 

for whatever programme that the instructor wants to run”. 
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Shippers’ Council, NDLEA collaborate for better service delivery at 
Nigeria’s ports  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), and National Drugs Law Enforcement  
Agency (NDLEA) have agreed to collaborate to rid the Nigerian ports of criminality, 

remove operational bottlenecks and corruption. 

 

This was the consensus between the two critical agencies in seaport operations when 

the Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello paid a 

courtesy visit to NDLEA Chairman/Chief Executive, Brig. General Buba Marwa 

(Rtd). 

 

In his remarks, Marwa commended NSC for the bold steps taken to modernize  

operations at the ports. “In the era of round, the clock operations, your digitization 
of activities at the port is commendable. I would like to assure you that we at NDLEA 

are committed to the of Ease of Doing Business project. This can be appreciated 

from our seizure of 43 kilograms of Cocaine in ship which berthed at Tin-Can Island 

Ports and the promptness of our subsequent actions, after due diligence.” 
 

 

R-L Mr. Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, NSC, Brig. General Buba Marwa, Chairman/

CEO, National Drugs Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 
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Speaking earlier, Bello said the recent appointment of Marwa has inspired confi-

dence in NDLEA operations and that this has been validated in the increase in drugs 

seizures in the country. 

 

“You are transformational leader and you have  
always given your best to the country. We are not 

surprised what you have been able to achieve in  

barely three weeks that you assumed leadership”, he 
said. 

 

He said there is no better time than now for NSC 

and NDLEA to forge this synergy because of the 

growing need to promote transparency, accountability, ensue predictability and  

eliminate bottlenecks in the maritime sector. 

 

He noted that operational efficiency at the nation’s seaports will positively impact the 
ranking of Nigeria in Corruption Performance Index of Transparency International. 

He stressed that the onerous task of NDLEA is recognized by the Council as well 

globally, pointing out that NDLEA is a product of international convention. He 

sought for collaboration between counter-narcotic agency and other agencies          

operating at the ports to avoid what he described as disjointed operations.  
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‘‘Poor Transportation and Logistics arrangement are challenges  

facing our operation” – Olokodana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Assistant Director in charge of Apapa Port Health Services (PHS), Mr. Abiola 

Olokodana has attributed poor transportation and logistics arrangement as challeng-

es hampering their operations at the ports. 

 

Olokodana stated this when the Implementation Committee of Nigerian Port Pro-

cess Manual paid him a courtesy visit in Lagos.  

 

According to him, transportation to apron quay has remained one of the major chal-

lenges facing their operations, noting that it takes a long while for his men to board 

vessels due to logistics problem. 

 

He therefore called on government to provide functional vehicles for Port Health Of-

ficers to work with, to enhance operations at the ports. 

 

Port Health Services 
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“Apapa Port Health Service really need an office space. The office here in Apapa is 
too small to accommodate our personnel. This is where we have been operating over 

the years. So, we want a bigger office space. We will appreciate if this issue of  

accommodation is solved”, he added. 
 

Despite these challenges, Port Health Services, he said, has been playing their role at 

the ports, particularly in the aspect of adhering to health and safety regulations at 

sea.  

 

He assured the Committee of Port Health’s readiness to study the areas that concerns 
them in Nigerian Port Manual Process, adding that PHS is ready to comply with the 

newly launched manual. 

. 
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‘‘Apapa traffic situation, irregular power supply, others are affecting 
our operation’’ – ENL Consortium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Assistant General Manager, ENL Consortium, Mr. Modupe Marcus has said the 

Apapa traffic situation, irregular power supply and on-going construction of Lagos 

Port Access Roads are the major challenges facing their operations. 

 

Marcus made the declaration when the Implementation Committee of Nigerian Port 

Process Manual (NPPM) paid a courtesy visit to the ENL Consortium in Apapa,  

Lagos, recently. 

 

The Apapa traffic situation in Apapa, he said, was not only affecting the ENL  

Consortium’s personnel alone but also their customers who sometimes find it  
difficult to gain access to the ports. 

 

 

Mr. Modupe Marcus, Assistant General Manager, ENL Consortium 
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According to him, ENL Consortium are battling with the problem of irregular power 

supply, noting that they have resorted to using generating plants despite the           

extremely high cost. He said the ban placed on importation of rice into the country 

is affecting ENL Consortium, stressing that the concessionaire relies on this for its 

revenue earnings.  
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NSC inaugurates new EXCO of Kogi State  

Shippers’ Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) has inaugurated the newly elected Executive 
Committee of Kogi State Shippers’ Association. 
 

This was contained in a press statement signed by Public Relations Officer of the  

Association Elder Donatus Okpe and made available to journalists in Lokoja, Kogi 

State. 

 

The new EXCO was inaugurated by the Director of North Central Zone of NSC, 

Mrs. Ify Okolue and aided by Barrister Omachoko who administered the Oath of  

Office. 

 

Okolue, who expressed sadness over the death of the former President of the  

Association, Assistant Controller of Customs (Rtd), Mr. Jimmy Olumudi, also  

sympathized with the Managing Director of PEELINK Electro World Limited, Mr. 

Peter Onujeme following the fire disaster that destroyed his business premises in 

2020. 

 

She assured the Shippers’ Association’ EXCO led by Comrade Haduh-Rajan  

Suleiman that the Council will assist the association by facilitating the export and  
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import of goods, adding that the agency is ever ready to put its legal services at the 

disposal of genuine and law- abiding  shippers at  no cost to members association. 

 

The President of newly inaugurated Kogi State Shippers’ Association, Comrade 
Habuh Rajan Suleiman expressed the readiness of the new EXCO to cooperate with 

the Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), the Exports Promotion Council, Nigeria  
Customs Service, Kogi Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture,  

National Inland Waterways Authority (NIWA) and relevant government agencies to 

enhance best practices in import and export businesses. 

 

Being home to solid minerals and exportable 

food items, he assured that the inauguration of 

the EXCO would usher a new dawn for Kogi in 

the conduct of their businesses of the  

Organized Private Sector. 

 

Other members of Kogi State Shippers 

‘Association include Mr.  Okotie Felix, Vice President, Elder Mike Dania, Secretary, 
Alhaji Ichap Muhammed, Treasurer, Mr. Darlington Jide–offor, Financial Treasurer, 

Donatus Okpu, Public Relations/Secretary, Mr. Biodun Akerejola, Auditor, Engineer 

Meduteni, Ex officio members and Mr. Nuhu Adaji, Ex officio member.   
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Nigeria spent N1.85 trillion on food importation in 2020 – 

Doyin Salami  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman of the Presidential Advisory Council, Doyin Salami, has declared that 

the Nigerian government spent N1.85 trillion on food importation in 2020 after it 

closed the country’s land borders. 
 

Salami said this at the 2021 National Economic Outlook virtual event organized by 

the Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria. 

 

Nigeria closed its land borders in August 2019 to the movement of goods. The  

government said it planned to curb the smuggling of rice and weapons. The borders 

were eventually opened this year. 

 

“Despite border closure, our national import of food amounted to N1.85 trillion  
between January and September 2020, a 62 per cent increase when compared to the 

same period in 2019. This suggests a weakness in our ability to feed ourselves and 

raises the need to consider review of international policies on agriculture”, he said. 

Doyin Salami, Chairman, Presidential Advisory Council 
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Lagos State Government seeks synergy with NIMASA  

on waterways, ferry services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lagos State of Governor, His Excellency, Babajide Sanwo-Olu has expressed his 

administration’s readiness to partner and synergize with the Nigerian Maritime  
Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) other federal government agencies in 

the areas of comparative advantages for the growth and development of the State. 

 

Governor Sanwo-Olu gave the assurance while receiving the Director- General of  

NIMASA, Dr. Bashir Jamoh and other top officials of the federal government  

agencies who paid a courtesy visit to him at the State House, Alausa, Ikeja, recently. 

 

The Governor, who stressed the need for collaboration between the Lagos State  

Government, NIMASA and other federal government agencies, enjoined NIMASA 

to work with the State in the areas of certification and training for small boat  

operators, removal wreckages, improved coastline rotation and the clearing of the  

waterways. 

 

Governor Sanwo-Olu, who disclosed that Lagos State is responsible for over seventy 

per cent maritime activities in Nigeria, said the State has put in place many plans and 

policies to improve the blue economy in Nigeria through business opportunities in 

the maritime sector. 

 

Babajide Sanwo-olu, Lagos State Governor 
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Speaking earlier, the Director- General of NIMASA commended Lagos State Govern-

ment for ensuring that the State is safest maritime domain in the country based on 

how the Babajide Sanwo-Olu’s administration has addressed insecurity in Lagos 
State. 

 

Dr. Jamoh, who disclosed that seventy to eighty per cent of the goods are coming in 

and out of the country are from Lagos, said Lagos has remained the only State that 

has the highest maritime security. 

 

The DG of NIMASA said the maritime industry, if harnessed could help the country 

diversify and ends it reliance on oil, adding that the Blue Economy, which is the use 

of the ocean for economic growth. 
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Malaria 

 

 

 

 

 

Malaria is a disease caused by a parasite. The parasite is spread to humans through 

the bites of infected mosquitoes. People who have malaria usually feel very sick with a 

high fever and shaking chills. 

While the disease is uncommon in temperate climates, malaria is still common in 

tropical and subtropical countries. Each year nearly 290 million people are infected 

with malaria, and more than 400,000 people die of the disease. 

To reduce malaria infections, world health programs distribute preventive drugs and 

insecticide-treated bed nets to protect people from mosquito bites. A partially effec-

tive vaccine is being piloted in a few African countries, but there is no vaccine for 

travelers. 

Protective clothing, bed nets and insecticides can protect you while traveling. You al-

so can take preventive medicine before, during and after a trip to a high-risk area. 

Many malaria parasites have developed resistance to common drugs used to treat the 

disease. 

Symptoms 

Signs and symptoms of malaria may include: 
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 Fever 

 Chills 

 General feeling of discomfort 

 Headache 

 Nausea and vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 Abdominal pain 

 Muscle or joint pain 

 Fatigue 

 Rapid breathing 

 Rapid heart rate 

 Cough 

Some people who have malaria experience cycles of malaria "attacks." An attack    

usually starts with shivering and chills, followed by a high fever, followed by sweating 

and a return to normal temperature. 

Malaria signs and symptoms typically begin within a 

few weeks after being bitten by an infected         

mosquito. However, some types of malaria parasites 

can lie dormant in your body for up to a year. 

When to see a doctor 

Talk to your doctor if you experience a fever while living in or after traveling to a  

high-risk malaria region. If you have severe symptoms, seek emergency medical       

attention. 

 

Culled from: mayoclinic.org 
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Maritime Today on Traffic Radio 96.9 FM  

Guest: Secretary Adamawa Shippers’ Association:  

Barrister Ibrahim Mustapha  

 

Presenter: Tell us about the Adamawa State Shippers Association. When was it set 

up? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Actually, the Association in Adamawa State was set up in 

the 1980s but along the line, it was gone and now it has to come back for sometimes. 

The current leadership, that is our leadership came on board in 2014 and reactivated 

the Association. We have precisely restarted the Association on the 15th of May 2014. 

 

Presenter: Okay, it is more of a rebirth? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Yes! Since that time, we have been having very good       

understanding and we are waxing stronger and stronger on a daily basis. We have our 

constitution, and we registered the Association at various levels from State to Federal 

levels. So, we are now good on the track  

 

Presenter: Beautiful! So, let’s talk about your membership. 

What is the membership of the Association? Especially with the rebirth you had.  

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Taking it from 2014, the structure of our membership is 

being put in two sections. We have individual membership, and we have              

organisational membership. In the individual membership. So far, we have more 

than 50 active members. For the organisational, we have about 10 or there about who 

are very active in the activities of the association.  The organisational are the           

association that have members who have business of import and export. So, we      
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decided to also make them members to enable us reach those of their members at 

any given time. We have a very good membership base in the state association  

 

Presenter: Do we have a zonal level? Anything you know on the zonal level being 

done by the association? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: So far, we only have state level. That is, its centred on the 

state’s capital and we have our membership spread across the 21-local government of 

the state. We have future plans to establish zonal offices in the 3 geopolitical zones 

that we have within the state. 

 

Presenter: Let us talk about the benefit members derive from a part of the  

association what are the benefits? 

 

 Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: There are some benefits that our association give to its 

members, first and foremost the unity among members. The unity is a very strong  

device that connects people, and it makes them to achieve their set goals. So, this  

unity exists within our membership. We also liaise with the Nigerian Shippers’  
Council whenever any of our members encounter any problem with any agency like 

Customs, Ports Authority or Transporters. We liaise with Shippers’ Council to       
resolve the problems and it is working for us. We also collaborate with the Nigerian 

Shippers’ Council in organising workshops or seminars to enlighten our members 
and the general public in our state in order to have a very good and safe business 

drive within the state and across the country of importation and exportation. We   

also attend to media outfit like yours. We try to use the outfits to enlighten our  

members on how to generally do the export business 

without any difficulties, and also not to encounter  

problems with the authorities and the processes         

involved in the business and finally in a nutshell, we  

also liaise with government agencies officials to also   

create a good atmosphere for our members business to 

operate and for them to entirely benefit from.   

 

Presenter: Alright. So still on the benefits, lets come to the raw materials available in 
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Adamawa state. What are they? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: We have raw materials in Adamawa state and mostly the 

raw materials we have are agricultural, like maize, cassava, corn, millet etc. we also 

have cattle. That is, we deal in meat business and also the sale of cattle skins, etc.   

Also, we have fish in very high exportable quantity in the state as a raw material and 

our people do package the fish in many forms and export them to neighbouring 

countries like Cameroon, Chad, Niger, Ghana, some to Europe, so this is one area 

that the state is endowed with. We also have other aspects of the raw materials like 

natural resources that we have in the state which many companies are using for one 

thing or the other, like we have gypsum, used for the companies manufacturing of 

chalk. We have that in Adamawa state, we also have Kaolin which is used for       

manufacturing medicines for diarrhoea and cholera, we also have magnesium        

carbonate (MgCO3) and benzoate (C7H5NaO2) etc. All these are very good and in 

high-demand natural resources that are available in Adamawa State and are being 

used by many manufacturing countries. As part of the raw materials that we have in 

Adamawa state, we have very rich limestone that is used for making cement that is 

why this famous company, BUA, is now working seriously towards establishing a    

cement factory in Guyuk local government of Adamawa state where cement will be 

produced and distributed throughout Nigeria and beyond the borders of Nigeria. 

 

Presenter: What products do the people of Adamawa import and also export? That is 

talking export and import in Adamawa state? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Actually, we export less from the state and import more. 

Let us start with the export. We have our      

members that are exporting agricultural products 

like I have said earlier. For example. We have a 

member of ours by name FABORE FARMS. 

They are exporting agricultural products like 

fruits, milk, farms produce, meat etc.  

They have a small airstrip from which the      

company picks up products out of the country 

through necessary arranged processes. So also, I 

told you fish which our members are very good in that. They are exporting. There is 
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also one famous beverage company known as Adamawa beverages 

They produce poultry products, juices and bottle water. They export beverages across 

the neighbouring countries like Cameroon, Chad, Niger and also Ghana. I am aware 

of some arrangements made by this company and some company in Cameroon, 

whereby they would export Pre-forms which are small plastic aspect that are usually 

drawn to become bottles  

They make Pre-forms and because they have the capacity to satisfy their requirement 

and also export. So, they would export to the Cameroonian companies that will use 

it for making or packaging their juices and beverages there that is some of the export 

aspect and if you talk about the importation, that is the major aspect that our people 

are involved in. there are importation of raw materials and also importation of       

finished goods. Examples of finished goods are electronics, fabrics of different types, 

laptops/computers and accessories and we have handset that is G.S.M handset and 

accessories, we have jewelleries etc. All these are business of our members. So also, if 

you talk about the importation of raw materials, we have some of our members that 

are into importation, for example these companies that I talked about the beverage 

companies, they also import what they call tetrazine that they use for manufacturing 

bottles, they also import juice concentrate for their beverages. 

These are raw materials that are being imported by our members and that is making 

the business of our members grow. 

 

Presenter: How is business environment for your members in Adamawa state? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Let us talk about the business environment generally in 

Nigeria which affects us. The business is not conducive at all because developing or 

upcoming countries particularly the manufacturing 

companies do not usually survive because the            

atmosphere is not conducive. The lack of electric    

power supply alone is enough to kill business in the 

country and also in Adamawa state, for instance, even 

when there is limited supply of power, you will find out 

that it’s going to be expensive and it may not be        
adequate for manufacturing company to use. For      

example, like we have about 2 of our members which I 

know are using 40-50 million in a month for           
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producing diesel for their generators because of electricity issues so they have to be 

on the generator almost 24/7. So, it is not giving a good atmosphere for our business 

to exist and to also grow. Apart from this, we also have other challenges like, the lack 

of good roads which is making moving of our products and goods from one place to 

another difficult. We also have multiple taxation from government which is killing a 

lot of business. We also have importation tariff, importation and exportation tariff, 

duties and charges which is high So, all these if we put together, you will find out 

that it is not good for business to thrive under such. 

 

Presenter: Alright now, let us come to the Shippers’ Council that is the Economic 
Regulator of the Nigerian Port. How supportive has the Council been in helping you 

achieve your business growth? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Actually, the Shippers’ Council for us as an Association is 
a mother that we run to whenever we are in challenge. Whenever we have challenges 

that is drawing back our activities, we run to them and they always give us listening 

ears and they have been helping us solve our problems, particularly the area officer in 

Yola. We tend to see with them often more and they assist us. We also collaborate 

with them. The Nigerian Shippers’ Council assist in organising enlightening         
programmes like seminars and workshops for our members by providing us with 

knowledge. Indeed, the Council, is diligently to us in executing our demands, and for 

the Federal Government to support the establishment and existence of the Shipper’s 
Association across the Federation. 

 

Presenter: Barrister Mustapha can you tell me some of the challenges your members 

are facing in recent times? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Actually, the challenges our 

members are facing particularly related to the export 

and import of goods, first and foremost, we have    

challenges of Congestion in the ports. 

 

Presenter: Which of the ports now? 
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Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: I am talking about the Lagos ports that is causing a hell of 

delay in moving in and out of the ports with our cargos. We also have challenges of 

FOREX. The Federal government is not providing forex for our members to transact 

their business and the black market is very expensive for us and it causes a very big 

setback. So also, we have issues of clearance processes when your cargo has arrived in 

the country. The process they put in the documentations is causing a lot of delays  

because is so slow and subjecting the cargo to vigorous inspection. This bring about 

increase in transportation and things become expensive as such a very bad setback for 

our businesses.  

 

Presenter: Okay then Barrister Mustapha Ibrahim I understand you are part of the 

people agitating for proposed Truck Transit Pack in Adamawa State where is the    

location of this proposed project? 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: Yes, the (TTP) that is the Truck Transit Pack is a project 

that was discussed and proposed and by the stakeholders. Consultants were engaged 

to carryout survey which they did, and they verified the two locations in the state 

there is a town call NGURORI) and the second one is call MUBI. If the wish of our 

people and member, and if the Federal Government makes the two to excise will   

prefer to get the Gogoro and the Mubi because they are in far locations and in a very 

strategic and business commercial areas. So, if they are allowed to exist, is going to 

help our businesses to grow. 

  

Presenter: But looking at the capacity, what is the capacity like? how many trucks can 

we have in his two packs if eventually they have been established?  

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: The two can contain not less 

than 500 trucks.  

 

Presenter: Ok, so presently what is the progress on the 

(TTP)? 

 

BARR. IBRAHIM MUSTAPHA: Yes, the consultant 
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completed the survey and submitted the report to the Nigerian Shippers’ Council. So 
far, Council is expected to be working on it finally take decision on how to go and 

where to go and am calling on the Council to hasten the process to enable our     

people enjoy because our people to and government of Adamawa are all eager to have 

this project done.  Let me also point out that, many of our investors in the state are 

investing in the project, the project is going to be a fantastic project for the PPP      

arrangement, that is the Public Private Partnership arrangement we are very ready 

about that and a lot of the investors are ready.  

 

Presenter: Talking about this eagerness, Barrister Mustapha what will be the benefit 

of the project in the state. 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha:  One of the benefits is it reduces the high rates of accident 

that are happening in our high ways because of the packing of indiscriminate trucks 

and packing of trucks on the road which is causing a lot of problems and accidents as 

a result, lives and properties are being claimed on our roads. If this trailer packs are 

becoming active all those accidents will reduce and is going to provide access to our 

drives. So, on the order side, that aspect will also bring investment and employee to 

many of our citizens of the area and the country at large.   

 

Presenter: So, Barrister Mustapha, what will be your advice to the Adamawa       

Shippers community. 

 

Barr. Ibrahim Mustapha: My advice to Adamawa Shippers’ community is to be     
focused, ready to be law abiding because the              

atmosphere is not conducive, but if we are focused and 

we are helping each other, we will go to the promised 

land at the end of the day.  

 

Presenter: Thank you Barrister Mustapha Ibrahim. 
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Singapore grants third LNG bunkering license to Total  

Marine Fuels 

Singapore grants third LNG bunkering license to Total Marine Fuels. The license is 

for a five-year term from 1 January 2022, and will see Total Marine Fuels joining    

existing license holders FueLNG and Pavilion Energy. 

 

“We are honoured to be awarded by MPA the li-
cence to supply LNG as a marine fuel in Singapore. 

This achievement underscores Total’s goal to be a 
leading LNG bunker supplier globally, and is in line 

with our climate ambition to get to Net Zero by 

2050, together with society” said Mr Jérôme 
Leprince-Ringuet, Vice-President, Marine Fuels, To-

tal. “LNG is the best, immediately available solution 
to reduce our shipping customers’ carbon footprint 

and it paves the way towards carbon-neutral bioLNG and synthetic methane. We will 

continue to ramp up our investments to deliver competitive, reliable and end-to-end 

LNG bunkering solutions for customers in Singapore and beyond.” 

 

As the world’s largest bunkering port for traditional marine fuels Singapore has set 
out to build up its LNG refueling capabilities and has current supply of 1m tonnes a 

year. Quah Ley Hoon, chief executive of MPA commented: “As the world’s top bun-
kering hub, the Port of Singapore is well-positioned to expand its offering of marine 

fuel solutions. LNG serves as a viable and clean transitional marine fuel to reduce 

carbon emissions from ships.” 

 

Singapore’s first LNG bunker tanker, the FueLNG Bellina owned by FueLNG, be-
come commercially operational on Tuesday and is ready to supply LNG as a marine 

fuel. 

 

Culled from SeaTrade Maritime 
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Did you know? 



38 

 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 2   THE FORUM      FEBRUARY 2021 

WORDS ON MARBLE  

 

“I wanted freedom, open air, adventure. I found it on the sea.” 
― Alain Gerbault, Sailor  

 “At sea, I learned how little a person needs, not how much.” 
― Robin Lee Graham  

“The sea, once it casts its spell, holds one in its net of wonder forever.” 
― Jacques Yves Cousteau  

 “To young men contemplating a voyage I’d say go.” 

― Joshua Slocum  
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